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When Amanda Thornton, the first Site Coordinator of CWJC-GT,  and her husband moved back to Texas 
in the summer of 2013, God called me as Site Coordinator.  It has certainly been a learning experience.  I 
had to learn big things, such as what is CWJC and how do I run a site.   But I have also learned many 
little things, such as how are our computer files organized, where do we store supplies, and how do we 
operate the air conditioning.  God has been with us the whole way.  He has provided just the right 
volunteers, resources and ideas at just the right time, over and over again.

Now that I have been doing this for two years, I thought it would get “easier.”  I thought 
I would know how to run the site, anticipate big changes and answer tough questions.  I 
thought the resources would be guaranteed and the participants would flock to the site.  
But I am learning that it will always be a walk of faith.  There will always be something 
that sends us to our knees, asking God, once again, for His guidance and His provision.  

I believe we wouldn’t want it any other way.  If we thought we could do it on our own, 
then we would, and it would be a work of the flesh instead of a work of God.  We don’t 
want to accomplish only what we can accomplish.  We want God to do through us what only He can do.  
Please continue to pray with us that we would never lose focus on Him and that we would have the 
courage to follow where He is leading.

Rita Usher
CWJC-GT Site Coordinator

What do the participants say about CWJC? One participant spoke of her future, “ I came to the 
Women’s Job Corps not knowing what to expect.  I made new friends, my computer skills are a lot 
better.  I even learned how to write a resume.  I feel like a completely different person.  I came in 
with a past and now I’m leaving with a future.”
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In September, we lost our beloved Mrs. Pat 
Belcher.  Mrs. Pat had been with the ministry since 
the beginning.  CWJC held its first class session in 
Spring 2011, but much work, beginning with 
prayer, was done before the first class was ever 
held.  From an article in a GA magazine in 2008 to 
a WMU annual spring meeting in Lowndes County 
in 2009, a desire grew to have a CWJC site in the 
Golden Triangle.  Mrs. Pat was one of the charter 
members of the site’s Prayer Team.   The members 
have changed but the group remains and 
continues praying monthly for CWJC.

In 2009, work began establishing a new site, a 
two-year project.  Along with others, Mrs. Pat 
prayed, took minutes at meetings, made phone 
calls, involved people, raised awareness, and 
donated her time and resources to help ensure a  
successful beginning for this site.  As the WMU 
Liaison and site  Meal Coordinator, she continued 
informing WMU groups in the Golden Triangle of 
the needs and opportunities to partner with CWJC.  

She also volunteered at the site regularly to 
provide leadership.  Of all the work she did for the 
site, our most cherished is that she was our 
mentor.  The participants loved her, too. 

Whenever a need presented 
itself, her first question was, 
“What can I do?”  Angela 
Rutherford said this about Mrs. 
Pat, “Dedication such as seen 
in Ms. Pat’s life is very rare 
t h e s e d a y s .   W h e n I 
encouraged her to slow down a 
tat and take care of herself, she 
ALWAYS told me, ‘When it is 
my time, I can be called while 
DOING as easily as I can be 
called while       SITTING.’”

      No doubt she has heard the Master say, 
“Well done, thy good    

   and faithful servant.”

Mrs. Pat Belcher

CWJC assists the participants in gaining skills for life and 
employment.  One of these skills is basic computer training.  
Through many donations of time, money and talent, the CWJC 
computer lab has been updated to Thin Client technology.  The 
instructor can now demonstrate features of Microsoft Word by 
projecting directly to each student’s computer screen and   can 
also track each student’s computer screen from her own 
monitor, enabling her to assess the progress of  the 
participants. 

Angela Rutherford and Donna Hopper provided inspiration and valuable guidance to arrange the room to 
better serve participants and instructors. Derrick Van Winkle, Robbie Taylor, and Andy Smith served as 
advisors in planning the system.  Van Winkle wrote a detailed  working description of the system, 
ordered the hardware and software, installed the system, trained the instructors, and presently offers 
technical support.  For the fall 2015 class, Barbara Blankenship, lead computer instructor, is assisted by 
Trish Moore and Mary Ann Livingston.  Rebekah Johnson offers more individualized help in the Thursday 
lab.  



The CWJC-GT, a ministry of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU), opened in 2011 with Rita 
Usher and Melanie Story leading the first Bible 
study sessions. At that time, they found no 
prepared Bible study to suit their needs so they 
committed to write the lessons themselves.

Rita and Melanie wanted to give the participants a 
good Bible foundation in the short time they would 
be in class at the site.  Melanie, a former 
missionary with the International Mission Board 
(IMB), and Rita, an experienced Sunday School 
teacher, believed that  a chronological study was 
the best approach for CWJC participants to gain a 
good overview of the Bible.  They also wanted to 
make sure people knew how God works to bring 
salvation through His Son, Jesus, so they could be 
saved, too.

The team produced eight lessons for the weekly 
Bible study during the first session of CWJC in the 
spring of 2011.  Amanda Thornton joined Rita to 
write an additional twelve lessons for a total of 20 
lessons.  They titled the study Stepping Stones:  
God’s Unfolding Plan of Salvation.  In the next 
several years, the lessons were refined and taught 
by Rita, Amanda and other teachers.  It was very 
well received by the participants at CWJC.  They 
would say things like, “I came for the computer 

classes, but the Bible study…!”  Even pastor’s 
wives were saying they were learning things they 
never knew before.

The next step was publishing the Bible study 
materials through New Hope Publishers, the WMU 
publishing company.  New Hope Publishers 
recognized that these materials fit the needs of not 
only CWJC-GT, but those of other CWJC groups 
who inquired about Bible study material.   New 
Hope launched the book, Stepping Stones, at the 
CWJC National Conference in Birmingham, AL, 

Authors (l to r) Rita Usher, Melanie Story, and 
Amanda Thornton sign their book, Stepping 
Stones: God’s Unfolding Plan of Salvation, at the 
Christian Women’s Job Corps  National Conference 
in Birmingham, AL. 

CWJC-GT thanks the many people in the Golden 
Triangle area who donate money, time and resources 
to this ministry.  Without you, we would not exist.  
The CWJC-GT site is blessed with the support of so 
many gifted and generous people.  Our talented 
instructors, Christian Friends, food preparers, office 
helpers and tech support are all volunteers.  Many of 
you buy office and/or kitchen supplies.  We also have 
faithful supporters that monthly give financially.  We 
are so thankful to the Lord always for your generosity.  
CWJC-GT is able to plant seeds of hope within women 
because you care.



This woman may not be easy to 
identify  because she is so many 
different women--the ones who 
want better lives in some way. 
She may  be young or old, married 
or single, educated or not.    She 
may be interested  in  gaining   
computer skills in  order  to  join  
the  workforce  or just to keep up 

with her kids.  Time and  money  management may 
be her concerns.  This individual may need help 
dealing with conflict resolution, anger management, 
or just in developing healthy  relationships, in 
general. CWJC is searching for this woman.  Please 
refer her to us.  CWJC offers help and training in all 
these areas.  Please see the contact information in 
the banner page one.
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You can support CWJC-Golden Triangle, MS,
by using your Kroger Plus Card.  

To donate, register online at krogercommunityrewards.com 
and enter #53944. Once registered online, a percentage of all purchases 

made using your Kroger Plus Card will be sent to CWJC-GT, MS.
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