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Helen’s Review
When my older daughter was 16 months old, I
woke, as usual to care for my little girl. She was
so cute and everything about her was small. She
wore little clothes and toddled around the house
babbling as any other 16-month old. However, by
the end of the day I was in the hospital having
delivered and holding my second daughter. My
husband brought my 16-month old to see her new
sister and me. Her clothes were big and she
walked like a big girl and yet she had not aged one
day. My perspective had changed as I now held a
newborn baby.
In the same way, our perspective of CWJC needs
to change. The CWJC in the Golden Triangle is
now six years old and has been growing and
adapting. We are no longer the fledgling ministry
of six years ago. One hundred forty-one ladies
have successfully graduated our Level 1 Program.
Our graduates leave us with a greater knowledge
of the Bible, a more faithful prayer life, and a
stronger faith. We have graduates who are now
employees at businesses around town, or authors,
or students at EMCC.
The Bible study we teach has been published.
PhDs from the University and industry teach many
of our classes and local business professionals
and executives teach other classes such as
money management or assist with our Employers
Round Table and mock interviews.

And yet we do this on about $12,000 per year.
This is because of our faithful volunteers,
dedicated instructors, wonderful churches, and
caring Christians.
We are blessed to be in a community that cares
about all of its people and works for the betterment
of all. Our ladies also give back to our ministry
and several of them are CWJC volunteers in office
work, cleaning, and the clothes ministry. Others
provide meals, serve meals, or bring snacks and
supplies. We have ladies that share their stories
at different speaking events around the state.
As we look forward to the future, our prayer is to
be more established in the community, have
greater awareness for CWJC in churches, and
stronger working relationships with businesses,
agencies, ministries and educational entities in our
area.
CWJC is still learning--we need never to stop
learning--but we are also more established than
ever before. The one thing that grounds us every
day is our dependence on the Lord. Without
prayer we do not and cannot move forward.
!
If you have not seen us recently, please come by
and let us give you a tour of the building.
Helen Ward is the Assistant Site
Coordinator at CWJC-GT.

Do You Have Questions about Christian Friends?
With each new CWJC Level 1 class that rolls
around, Jackie Pruett and Amy Vickery, Christian
Friend coordinators must secure a Christian Friend
for every participant in the class. Perhaps you’d like
to be one of those Christian Friends. Below are
some questions pertinent to the Christian Friends
aspect of CWJC.
•What is a
Christian
Friend? A
Christian
Friend is the
heart and
soul of the
Christian
Nancy Wax, Christian Friend, and W o m e n ’ s
Ella Outlaw, CWJC participant Jobs Corps
sharing thoughts before participants m i n i s t r y .
E a c h
return to class.
Christian
F r i e n d
volunteer is
partnered with a Level 1 participant and has the
task/privilege of supporting and encouraging her
participant in her CWJC walk.

Christian Friend is one way of assuring each
participant that all-important personal attention. Our
Christian Friend training emphasizes the important
of each participant having someone she can call on
for encouragement and support even after the
semester of classwork end. This relationship helps
the woman keep the commitments she made while
in the program and gives her the support she needs
to make real and lasting changes in her life.
•Who can serve as a Christian Friend? A Christian
Friend must be a growing Christian and spiritually
willing to invest in another’s Christian growth.
•Where may I meet with my Christian Friend? Our
program offers several opportunities.
Christian
Friends are invited to share meals with their
participant at the site. Several classes, such as
S.M.A.R.T. goals and resume writing, encourage
Christian Friends to support their participant friends
by attending that class with them.
Meeting for a
meal or a Bible study. etc. may also take place
almost anywhere both feel comfortable.
When may I serve as a Christian Friend? CWJC
is now taking applications for Christian Friends to
begin serving for the Spring 2017 semester.

•Why does the CWJC ministry need Christian
Friends? CWJC is a personal ministry, and the

Christian Friends: The Personal Experience
In our ministry at the present time, we
have ladies serving as Christian Friends
for the first time and some who have
served repeatedly. Nancy Wax, one of the
repeaters, believes she is blessed by
serving as a Christian Friend “more so
than I believe I have blessed others.” This
is a common sentiment we hear from
Christian Friends. They feel blessed to
serve. Nancy relies on her participant to
determine the amount of time they spend
together. Sometimes participants have
family and/or job responsibilities and have
only a minimum amount of time to spend
with their mentors.
Christian Friend, Shirley Smith , (left) and participant, Gertrude
Shanklin, visiting after lunch.

Others have more flexible schedules and plan visits away from the site. Nancy believes that attending lunches
with participants is important to the participant. “It not only is a good time to visit, but they feel good about the
other ladies seeing their Christian Friend there,” Nancy says.
There are challenges in any worthwhile endeavor. When asked about the challenges Christian Friends face,
Nancy responded, “Through the years I have found that very often, the ladies say what they think I want to
hear. There is a trust factor that I have to be very careful to build, so that we can get down to some issues that
matter. Sometimes I am not successful with that, but again, I am doing what God requires of me!”
Don’t think that you must be adept at mentoring to become a Christian Friend. It is about becoming friends-equal friends. One participant expressed that she was a little surprised when she was paired with a particular
friend thinking that they were so different. Instead, she found that they have much in common. “She is easy to
talk to and warm-spirited. Some days we get together and have devotions and exercise at the gym. We both have 5
children, and we are the same age,” the participant said.
Christian Friends share love with their participants: love of God and love of the individual. Another participant said, “I
love her; she’s a Christian person.” This participant appreciates the fact that she and her CF are “on the same level.”
“She helps me with whatever I’m going through. She prays with me and visits me in class.”
Another participant says that her Christian Friend “encourages me to do better and put God first in everything I do.”
When you are a Christian Friend, little things mean a lot!
God had always provided the Christian Friends we need each semester, and these volunteers are always blessed by
their participation. The number of participants for each semester is growing and our number of Christian Friends
must grow along with that number. Would you allow God to bless you by volunteering as a Christian Friend?
Contact Amy Vickery at vickeryamy@aol.com; Jackie Pruett at jackiepruett@cspirehome.net or (662) 617-0025; or
contact the site at cwjcgt@hotmail.com or (662) 722-3016.

Nell Husbands Cherie Evans’
Cherie Evans and her Christian
Friend, Nell Husbands, pose for a
picture.

Sometimes you just have to
go a little crazy! Level 2
Class Spring 2016.

Christian Friends Maureen Layton and
Barbara Gordon
enjoy special time together.

CWJC Fashion Boutique
Susan Matusiak combines her natural flair for fashion and
her desire to serve God with a unique ministry at
Christian Women’s Job Corps.
She has been
volunteering with the CWJC
Fashion Boutique since the fall
of 2013. In that time, she has
coordinated 134 business/
church ensembles for 67 CWJC
participants using clothing that
was donated to the ministry.
Often she is able to accessorize
the ensembles with jewelry,
shoes, and handbags.
In
addition to these outfits, ladies
have “shopped” for more
relaxed clothing in Susan’s
Casual Closet.

Glynetta Hollings (l) and
Mary Harris, participants
in the Fall Class of 2013,
model outfits from the
CWJC Fashion Boutique.

Susan always gives credit to
the individuals and groups who
donate clothing to the ministry.
“They are the ones who make
this ministry a success,” she
says. “Without their loving
donations, I could not do my
task.”

At present, she is assisted by
Mary Ward, former
CWJC
participant who now volunteers, and Susan James,
CWJC volunteer.
Susan teaches each client to see
herself as a child of the King and helps them present a
positive image of themselves.

Speaking
from the Heart
Rita Usher, Christian Women’s Job Corps-Golden Triangle Site Coordinator, and other
CWJC volunteers honor requests to speak in
area churches and to various organizations.
They enjoy sharing the ministry from their
perspective, but when former participants
share the podium with them, the audience
realizes that the participants are sharing not
just generic CWJC stories, they are sharing
their stories--their personal stories.
Mary Ward, a CWJC
graduate of Levels 1
and 2, recently
accompanied Rita on
two speaking
engagements. Mary
explained how
CWJC has helped
her grow into a
Mary Ward
confident Christian.
Past participants,
Brenda Anderson and Tamara Jacobs, have
introduced many people to CWJC through their
speaking engagements with Rita and love
telling people of their experiences at CWJC.
Contact the site if you would like to have a
CWJC representative speak to your church or
group.

WHAT’S NEW IN FASHION?
by Susan Matusiak

What’s new in fashion? It is the mixing of prints! Something to try is matching fabrics of the same color
palette but printed in different patterns. The unwritten rule used to say that stripes and dots could not be
worn together, but they can add depth to an ensemble—just be sure they are within the same color
scheme! This is what I have been experimenting with in the CWJC Fashion Boutique and have been
successful! So DO NOT BE AFRAID to expand your horizon! So many times a CWJC participant will
respond, “I don’t like that.” I say, “Take it home and try it.” Well, the outcome is usually “I LOVED IT!”
So many times we women pre-judge ourselves before seeing all that we are and all that we can be. Too
often we become trapped in our comfort zone and just need that little push to renew ourselves. Let your
beauty shine forth! Let your smile be contagious! Be all that you can be! Be you! Until next time, this is
Susan Matusiak loving each and every one of you!

Calendar of Events
Nov. 28
Jan. 24
Jan. 26
Feb. 7
Feb. 9

Enrollment begins for Spring 2017
Level 1 Participant Orientation
Level 1 Classes begin
Level 2 Classes begin & CF
Orientation
Christian Friend Matchup

Meal Volunteering -- High Tech or Old School
Have you checked out the online meal signup for Christian Women’s Job
Corps? If not, please do and con-sider the ministry you or your group would
offer by volunteering a meal. Preparing and/or serving meals are great ways
to meet the participants “up close and personal.”
Follow these instructions:
• On the Internet, go to the website takethemameal.com.
• In the Find box in the middle of the screen, type the following
information, then hit “enter” or click the green Find box.
• Recipient Last Name -- cwjc
• Password -- spring2017
• It will bring up the instructions and schedule for the Spring 2017 session.
• Please see
the “Notes
from Robbie
Richardson”
concerning
the number
of meals,
what
to
bring, and
the time to
deliver the
meal.
• C l i c k Ta k e
on the date
your group
w a n t s t o Christian Friend and participants (left to right) Tammy
bring a meal Allen, Evelyn Brown, Letissu Lawston, Barbara Gordon,
and enter the and Annie Colvin enjoy a meal together.
information.
Contact your
g r o u p
concerning details such as who will bring the different dishes of the
meal, and the date, place and time to deliver them.
You might prefer the “old school” method of signing up to furnish a meal
and that can be done by contacting Robbie Richardson, the CWJC Meal
Coordinator, at 662-722-7598 or through email at cwjcmeals@gmail.com.

Do You Know
Someone Who
Would Benefit
from CWJC?
Registration
begins
November 28,
2016. Call
662-722-3016 to
schedule an
interview.

Lively Fun with Christian
Friends

CWJC participant, Kelli McWilliams, (left) with
Christian Friend, Allegra Brigham.

CFs Max Arnett (left) and Susan Matusiak
share a laugh with their participants across
the table (not pictured).

Christian Friend, Susie Smith, (left) and her
participant, Carla Mosby, share smiles for the
camera.

I've Seen
By Janice Moore,
I've seen women come and women go.
I've seen some who are fast and some who
moved slow.
I've seen the hurt and confused but eager to
learn.
I've seen the wounded and battered and some
that've even been burned.
I've seen lives that've been turned upside
down,
So they came with frowns.
However I've also seen the Lord’s healing
touch
For women who will and have learned oh so
much.
From computer skills to nutrition, financing and
budgeting, resumes, interviewing
Also communicating with God in prayer
And most important a closer walk with Jesus.
Those once so shy and inward
Are now smiling and outward and oh so eager
to please us.
Many have received jobs while going through
the ministry,
Even going on to become entrepreneurs.
Some are yet seeking,
Yet so grateful for the experience that they
send their daughters to us.
So you see CWJC is so important to this
community.
Lives have been changed in such a special
way.
The women gained more than job skills.
We've learned from Phil. 4:13
That we can do all things through Christ,
Who has truly strengthened us to do His will.
Oh ! Wait a minute you thought I was just
talking about them ?
Oh no you see,
I've also seen a change within me.
Thank you supporters of CWJC.
God bless you !
(Janice Moore is a volunteer CWJC
Professional Reflection instructor.)

