
Blessed Through Christian Women’s Job 
The subject of this newsletter is Blessings – 
How has  CWJC blessed the people who 
come in contact with this ministry?

Every semester, we meet a whole new class 
of women who participate in the class 
sessions. They come for different reasons. 
Many of our participants are stuck in some 
way. Maybe they had an accident or an 
illness. Maybe they have taken time out of 
the job market to raise children or care for 
elderly parents. Maybe they are discouraged 
and lack confidence. Most of them want a 
fresh start. 

We have often heard them tell us that we 
don’t know what CWJC has meant to them. 
Psalm 3:3 says, "But You, LORD, are a 
shield around me, my glory,  and  the One 
who  lifts up my head." We literally see this 
happen in some of them. When they come 
in to enroll, they may be timid and unsure of 
how this ministry can help them. During the 
semester, they are reassured that God loves 
and cares for them. They learn skills that will 
help them take the next steps. They get 

information about other agencies that can 
help them make progress. And they build 
relationships with each other and with 
volunteers. Their heads come up, and they 
have hope. 

But God does not only heal participants  at 
CWJC. He also heals volunteers here. More 
than once, we have asked someone to 
partner with us  in some way. Through 
prayer, it became clear to them that God 
wanted them to be involved, and timidly, 
they would begin to serve. Later, they tell us 
with tears  in their eyes, that at the beginning 
they weren’t sure they wanted to make the 
commitment, but that God has richly blessed 
them and has given them a place to make a 
real difference. One of our tech support 
volunteers understood that even technology 
can be ministry because it makes office 
work and classes possible. 

Do you want to see God at work? Do you 
want a place to offer meaningful service? 
Come and join us at CWJC! You will be 
blessed, too. 
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Why Do I Volunteer?
“Why do I volunteer?” is a question people often ask Christian Women’s Job Corps volunteers.  Darla 
Griffin, volunteer computer teacher at CWJC, explains  her reasons.  “It really comes down to belief 
and living intentionally – do I believe what God’s Word says about using the gifts He has provided to 
me over time? God opened an opportunity  for me to help  at CWJC Golden Triangle during a season 
of my life when I was available to serve. More importantly, by serving/volunteering with CWJC, I feel I 
am in the midst of where God is revealing Himself and working in the lives of people He loves.”

Genuine-Hearted Girl

Fannie, fall class of 2015, was blessed by her 
Christian Friend, Maxine.  “Mrs. Maxine 
became like a trusted big sister to me.  She 
showed me LOVE and made my heart happy. 
Oh, Mrs. Max was just what I needed.  She 
came into my life at the right moment--Jesus’ 
perfect timing.  She’s a very special genuine-
hearted girl!”
Fannie never hesitates to share how CWJC 
has blessed her!

Anonymous Speaks

Mrs. Moore’s Professional Reflection class was a 
particular blessing to one participant. Mrs. Moore 
tells the participants that it is a “come as you are” 
class. This is needed in order to confront the 
“demons” that hold us back from making the 
most of out God-given talents for God.  She adds 
that the Bible Study class show the relevance of 
the Bible to today and proves to me that God is 
living because His word holds true always!

Blessed to Bless Others
This participant tells us that before coming to 
CWJC, she was in a “dark” place in her life--
sitting in her room for hours without moving.  She 
was depressed seeking death over life.  After 
completing Levels 1 & 2, life is changed.  This 
lady doesn’t have time for sitting around doing 
nothing.  She fills her days with volunteering and 
giving of her time to others!

One Liners
by Participants

I’ve learned so much at CWJC that I’m coming 
back for Level 2!

***
i learned so much more than I thought I would!

***
I’ve always dropped out of things, but I stayed 

with this.
***

God convicted me of sin in my life, and I made 
changes!

Different participants take away different things from 
their experiences at Christian Women’s Job  Corps.  One 
participant said that Conflict Resolution was one of the 
most helpful classes. Before the class, she felt she lacked 
skills to help when conflict arose in her family, with friends, or in the workplace. It was just too easy to 
fall back on the same old way of handling disagreements even though she knew those would be of no 
help.  She had no skills to replace the ineffective and detrimental methods she used.  After 
completing the Conflict Resolution class, the participant feels blessed to have new skills to handle 
difficult situations.  “I know now I can only change myself!”  
Her advise is to be the water not the Coke.  (Think about shaking up bottles of both and then 
immediately opening the bottles.)  She says, “Don’t blow up  and get angry--think before you speak.  
God is with you through everything!”

Water  vs.   Coke



Retha Bushby, Christian Women’s Job Corps--
Golden Triangle volunteer, had a chance 
meeting with Helen Ward, Assistant Site 
Coordinator at CWJC--GT and later, a more in 
depth conversation with Site Coordinator, Rita 
Usher. Both expressed the need for someone to 
write a grant application to benefit CWJC. 
“So agreeing to write the grant was a definite 
act of obedience to God.  I heard that ‘small 
voice’ telling me to use my time to help CWJC,”  
stated Retha.  So she, with assistance from 

Rita and Helen, used her newly-acquired 
knowledge to write the grant application for 
CWJC.  “All the hard work paid off as we were 
awarded $5,000 from 4-County to help with the 
cost of administrative computers and security 
equipment for CWJC.”
As so many others have expressed, Retha 
thanks “God for the opportunity to obey Him in 
a small way. I am glad to be a volunteer with 
this  wonderful group, it enriches my life.” CWJC 
thanks God for Retha as well.

CWJC Receives 4-County Grant

Representatives of Christian Women’s Job Corps--Golden Triangle in Starkville, MS, received a 
$5000 grant from the 4-County  Foundation at the 4-County annual meeting on June 1, 2017.  The 
grant is from the 4-County Round-Up  program.  Attending the meeting for CWJC--GT were the 
following:  Russell Mord, Golden Triangle Baptist Association Director of Missions; Louis Dawkins; 
Debra Taylor; Katina Sunivelle; Melisa Stewart;  Rita Usher, CWJC Site Coordinator; Darla Griffin; 
Jackie Pruett; Retha Bushby; Robbie Richardson; and Valerie Clifton.  

Volunteering Pays Off for CWJC

When I requested help from the volunteers and participants in compiling this newsletter, I was 
overwhelmed with the testimonies I received.  It was impossible to include all the complete reports I 
received in the limited space of a newsletter.  So be sure to checkout the website cwjcgtms.org and 
click on Testimonies in the menu at the top of the page to see more complete reports.

Sarah Brown



Let’s Hear from the Volunteers
I was so blessed by the participants’ willingness to share and encourage one another. I pray that in 
some way their lives have been changed through this Bible study, because I know mine has!  

Lisa Vaughn, Bible Study Instructor

I have had the opportunity to meet and form friendships with ladies that I would have never met any 
other way.  Ladies who God is using in a mighty way to influence my prayer life and my walk with Him.

Robbie  Robertson, Meal Coordinator

I would like to take this  opportunity to place on record my gratitude for allowing me the privilege of 
serving the Master in this manner. 

Janice Moore, Profession Reflections Instructor

Seeing how this ministry positively affects others, and letting me have some share in the impact, is 
greatly encouraging. 

Russel Mord, former Advisory Committee Member and present GTDOM

 Irvin Family Doubles Up Volunteering
Edie and Lemond Irvin are a married couple who volunteer at CWJC.  They are both instructors but in very 
different areas.  Edie teaches the ladies the basics of resume writing, and Lemond walks the participants 
through conflict resolution.

Lemond & Edie Irvin

His Story
It is such a blessing to share with the ladies of CWJC and see "lights" 
come on when they realize they have new tools to use in their daily walk.

Her Story
One participant was not seeking a job but embraced the resume activity in 
my session. When she finalized her resume, her comment made a huge 
impact on me. "Wow, look at all the things I have accomplished!” She 
taught me just how much a resume could help with self esteem. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *



June 24! Fashion Boutique Gathering for Alumni and Prospects
July 6! ! Begin Enrollment for Fall Semester
Aug, 31! Level 1 Participant Orientation
Sept. 5 ! Level 1 Classes Begin
Sept. 19! Level 2 Classes Begin

Calendar of Events


